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without any formal education, whereas those not so fortunately
placed will find it necessary to grab all the education they can,
so a person of genius may make his own rules as he goes along,
whereas the others had better stick to the accepted canons. That,
at least, is what the example of Spain seems to show us. And the
truth of this statement is borne out by a great many other organi-
zations and institutions based upon a rigid code of manners.
For there is a terrific strength hi such canons of deportment.
Not infrequently it was the only thing that kept whole countries
and dynasties going hundreds of years after they had lost every-
thing else. The Roman emperors and their Byzantine successors
somehow or other managed to maintain themselves for centuries
by sheer strength of their rigid system of etiquette. Barbarian
chieftains might swagger through the streets of their capital,
loudly boasting of their intention to proceed to the Imperial
Palace and throw the sacred occupant of that ancient edifice out
on his holy ear. But, once inside the Imperial Precincts and made
part of the thousand-year-old ritual until brought into the actual
Presence, their braggadocio and bluster evaporated like the dew
in the fields before the sun of early morning, and these wild
brigands were quickly tamed by the awesome sight of embodied
Tradition.

History is full of such examples. Like all good Protestants
brought up on the stern doctrines of John Calvin, I can theoreti-
cally prove that the Church of Rome has become a mere histori-
cal curiosity, and will collapse the moment the Catholics take the
trouble to ask questions and to think for themselves. But once
ioadc St Peter's, with the Pope himself slowly proceeding among
fbe feitWuI, the old Egyptian fens (emblem of authority of the
earliest of the Paaraohs) waving slowly and methodically over
liae bead of one who is the direct successor of St Peter, I begin
to suspect that mis branch of the Christian faith will still be a
liviog mx to hundreds of millions of people long after the
Protestants have destroyed their own cause through lack of just
tech a rigid ritual